Welcome to our Creative Craft, Creative Writing 
Blog Challenge.

There are eight tasks to complete between now and 30 September 2012. You can do one a day for eight days or spread them out over the duration of the Challenge, and the whole thing starts with our Survey.

In the craft spirit of creatively challenging ourselves and sharing knowledge with others, each of the seven days after the Survey will pose a thoughtful writing topic for you to muse on either publically in our website blog or privately in the downloadable version. This challenge is in the spirit of the revolutionary book Writing Down the Bones and is a creative exercise. Each task should take no more than 20-30 minutes of your day. That’s half an hour you can take for yourself to have a playful think on your making practice.

Remember, this should be fun! There is no need to structure your answers… just write as thoughts come to you. You can also chose to write in total anonymity, or you can share your name, embed links to your website or Facebook page, upload photos of your work, or anything in between.

The entries you make will be used by Drs Nicola Thomas and Kathryn Lichti-Harriman in thinking about the way makers use new technologies and the sort of impacts that is has on our lives.

As a thank-you to all our participants who complete the Challenge, we will enter you into a prize draw for vouchers worth ______________.

Let the Challenge begin!

Day 1: Survey – Your Craft, Your Connections
How friendly can a survey really be? Take ours to find out!

Please use this space to write your thoughts on the survey, what you liked or didn’t like about it. What could be improved?


Answer:






1

Day 2: Meet the Makers
Describe a project you are working on or have recently completed. When telling the story of this project, please tell us three things: 

a. How did you get the idea for the project? 

b. How did your interactions with other people, groups, or organizations influence the direction of the project? 

c. What technology did you use whilst completing the project (like email, digital software, etc.)?


Answer:



9

Day 3: Tricks of the Trade
Think about two skills related to your practice: the most recent skill you learned, and the one you most recently taught.

a. Tell the story of those two experiences, what was it like to learn the new skill? Who taught you, where, when, how and why did you learn it? 

b. Now, what about the skill you most recently taught another person in the context of your, or their, craft practice? Who did you teach? Where, when, how and why?

What do you think are the most important aspects of learning/teaching craft skills? What do you think of teaching/learning skills through the Internet and sites like YouTube?


Answer:



Day 4: The Digital Life
Thinking about the changes in technology, and especially social media, in the last 5 years; please, share your thoughts on the following:

a. Do you feel that these days you can be a successful maker without using digital technologies in either your practice or business/marketing?

b. Tell the story of your favourite or most frustrating use of technology in your practice: was it to do with Facebook, iPads, websites, etc?

c. Who do you normally try to connect with using digital technologies?


Answer:



Day 5: Crafts, Councils and Creatives
How to do you keep in contact with the craft organisations, institutions, clubs or groups that inspire your work? 

a. Explain why you keep in contact with those groups… what do they contribute to your making practice, why are they important to you? 

b. Have you ever found that there is too much (or not enough?!) use of social media in the way craft organisations (etc.) and makers keep in contact these days?

c. If there AREN’T any organizations or groups that inspire you or your work, let’s hear why.


Answer:



Day 6: Connecting the Dots
Thinking about the individual people you connect with as a maker, tell the story of what your craft “community” looks like? 
a. When it comes to your craft practice, who do you network and connect with, how and why?

b. What do you like the most of being part of such a “community”? Anything you dislike?

c. How has being part of a craft “community” influenced your making practices? 


Answer:



Day 7: Banned!
Are there any circumstances where you would “ban” the presence of digital technology or social media from your craft practice or your professional networking activities?

a. Would you ban digital technology from other’s practices (i.e. in workshops or outreach events)?

b. Why, or why not? 


Answer:



Day 8: Social Media for Makers
What would a social media platform for makers look like to you? What features would it have/not have in comparison with Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, etc.?


Answer:



Thank you for taking part and sharing your thoughts on your craft practice.
If you are happy to leave your name and/or email address for follow-up, please do so here:



Name:

eMail:







[bookmark: _GoBack]Now, please email the completed Creative Craft, Creative Writing Blog Challenge back to us at _________________ so that we can enter you into the prize draw for _______ vouchers from _______.

